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Dear Church Family, 

In February of 2018 we launched the 2 year ONE initiative with the goal of raising $10 million in this New and  
Expanded Vision for our great church. Someone recently asked me, “Why?” The answer is simple: we cannot be 
content to remain where we are. We must Move Forward because God has More For Us!

Take a look at the widow in 1 Kings 4. She took what she had, stepped out on faith in the Word of God, and God 
poured and poured and poured out a blessing! Our God is not the God of “barely enough” ...He is the God of 
“More than Enough!”

We are called to do the same: believe in God’s promises and then obey His commands. When we do - both  
individually and as a church - we will change the world! We will see heaven come down to earth and God start moving 
in miraculous ways. Real faith believes with action...and real faith believes for abundance!

Enclosed are just a few of the many stories of how people just like you have joined the ONE in Connecting People 
to Jesus Christ and One Another. 

Thank you for your part in our story. Your generous giving changes lives! Please pray that our church will  
continue with a unified “YES!” to God’s Expanded Vision for our church, our city, and our world.

Your Pastor,



Cottage Hill expanded the reach of the gospel last 
year as it opened its third campus at The Steeple,  
a church-turned-event venue just a short walk 
from Bienville Square in downtown Mobile. Amply  
supplied with committed volunteers from CHBC, 
the church has topped 100 members since it  
began meeting weekly in August of 2018. Half are 
new members. 

The new downtown campus has been a game 
changer for members Patrick and Mitzi Morris.  
The couple tried attending CHBC, but Mitzi found 
the crowd a little daunting, and to Patrick, a high 
school English teacher at Cottage Hill Christian 
Academy, it seemed a little too much like going  
to work.

“There were always questions to answer about
school when I ran into parents or students on Sunday,” said Patrick, who was named Alabama Independent School Association’s 
Class 3A Secondary Teacher of the Year. “And since Mitzi also doesn’t care for crowds, we never got plugged in.”

Mitzi is a nurse whose schedule includes spending weekends on-call for the University of South Alabama Medical Center near 
downtown.

Patrick says part of the attraction to attending Downtown Church is Campus Pastor Neil White, and his wife Ali, who manages 
the office at CHCA West Campus where Patrick teaches. “They’re a great couple,” he said. “If Neil asks me to do anything, I’ll 
do it in a heartbeat.”

Getting plugged in at Downtown Church has been a new start for the Morrises in more ways than they can possibly count. Mitzi 
was recently baptized, as was their son Alan, 19, who is a student at the University of South Alabama. The couple’s younger son 
Maddox, 11, attends CHCA. 

“My wife is happier than I’ve ever seen her,” said Patrick. “She wanted to be part of the church, and we are finding ways to get 
more involved. We didn’t know we’d fall in love with it.”

It’s hard to believe that Church of the Island began just over 
two years ago! Since that time, we have seen the Lord working 
both in and through the lives of everyone who has joined our 
church family. God has raised up a people with a passion to 
connect people to Jesus Christ and one another! Every week 
we experience dynamic worship, biblical teaching and genuine 
fellowship with our COI family.

As the members of COI have stepped out in faith, God 
has honored our obedience and answered our prayers by  
providing an incredible opportunity to have our permanent

home on Dauphin Island. We have entered an agreement with Dauphin Island United Methodist Church to purchase their  
current Christian Life Center. This building will be a perfect home for Church of the Island! Please join us in praying that we 
close on this property and building soon. There is no doubt that the Lord had this planned all along. 

We are looking forward to expanding our ministry on Dauphin Island and south Mobile County in the days ahead. The continued 
faithfulness of our COI family will make this our BEST days yet!

CHURCH OF THE  
ISLAND

OPENING NEW DOORS TO FAITH
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C I R C U M S TA N C E S

Last year was brimming with challenges for the Sells family: 
a season of change and disappointment in the lives of both 
children, obvious decline of aging parents, and finally, the 
suicide of a beloved brother on Father’s Day. Tim and Janet 
stayed the course by keeping their focus on Jesus instead of 
circumstances.

“We experienced peace last year that we don’t understand 
apart from Christ,” said Tim.

In spite of the stressful year, the Sells’ dedication to ONE 
was a constant. “When the pastor challenged us to make a 
commitment last February,” said Tim, “we did our best to 
stick to it.”

Members of CHBC for 22 years, the Sells remember days 
not so long ago that the church faced ministry-crippling  
financial difficulty. As a deacon, co-leaders of a young  
married class and Missions Committee member, Tim and 
Janet have always tried to lead by example. But they were 
surprised to learn recently that, as a percentage, their  
giving had significantly increased in the past year over  
previous years.

When God decides to create new ministries there are 
no barriers that can stop Him — not even generational  
barriers. Newlyweds Allen and Jennie Hudspeth were 
invited to a 55+ Valentine’s Day banquet last year 
— and they went. The couple, in their mid-20s and 
then married only four months, met John and Susan  
Murphy, who had moved from Houston to Mobile the  
previous year.

“We bonded with the Murphys while talking at our  
table of 50-somethings,” said Jennie. “I had been  
praying for a mentor for nearly a year. Susan and I had an 
instant connection.”

As the Murphys left Texas for John’s job transfer, he and 
Susan had been praying for God to lead them to the right 
church and ministry. 

“My prayer was for God to put down breadcrumbs to show 
us the way,” said Susan. “After meeting Jennie and Allen, it 
seemed clear where God was leading us.”

Four years prior to her marriage, Jennie and a group of  
girlfriends had been meeting and praying together when 
they sensed a need in their circle for the influence of older 
women with life experience. 

“There seemed to be a gap between the older  
generation and younger couples, and we needed their  
wisdom,” said Jennie. “We didn’t know what marriage was 
really going to look like, so we wanted to connect with  
people who could show us.”

When the young women began meeting together at 
the Murphy’s for Tuesday night Bible study last March, 
only two of six were married. Now all are married and 
one has a newborn daughter. New women joined 
the Tuesday night group by word-of-mouth and from 
the Newlywed and Engaged Couples Life Group the  
Murphys began co-leading on Sunday mornings.

“The ONE initiative seemed to be the time when it 
all began to come together,” said Jennie. “God was  
asking more of all of us, and what a blessing it has been to 
see people stepping up to His call.”

CONNECTING THE
GENERATIONS

“As the Church was challenged to give leading up to ONE, 
we felt the nudge,” said Tim. “We are committed to doing 
what God asks no matter what goes on around us.”

We are committed to doing 
what God asks no matter 

what goes on around us.
“

”



251-660-2422

ONE is a two-year initiative that is intended to expand the vision of our church. We are believing  
Jesus for more resources for our church, more ministry for our city, and more impact for our world. In 
order to accomplish this ONE VISION, we are going to unite as ONE CHURCH around ONE FUND. 
There are three major strategies:

ONE MIND | $6 million
This amount reflects our annual budgeted ministry needs X 2. Everything we are doing  
in our current vision (age graded ministries, LIFEGroups, Worship Ministries, etc) is  
included. We know we can do this...because we are doing it.

ONE HEART | $3 million
This amount reflects an Expanded Vision for Cottage Hill. We believe God desires to  
expand our efforts primarily in Worship, Church Planting, Debt Reduction and LIFEGroups.

ONE MISSION | $1 million
This amount reflects what we envision to be given specifically to Evangelistic Missions  
in the next two years. The one million includes Love Where You Live, Missionary  
Support, Global Partner Special Projects and Local Outreach Initiatives.

U P D AT E
February 2018 - February 2019

$4.5M
ACTUAL TO DATE

$5M
GOAL TO DATE

NOTE:  All gifts to the church count toward the ONE goal.
THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THE ONE VISION!

GIVE AUTOMATICALLY!
Set up consistent automatic giving online at:

mydowntownchurch.com/give
churchoftheisland.com/give

cottagehill.org/give

If you have any questions regarding your giving, contact

jaym@cottagehill.org

-or-


